Freedom of Information request to Public Health
Wales
FOI Reference:

FOI 514

Date request
received

18th November 2020

Date information is
due to be sent

16th December 2020

Information Requested:

We are writing to request the scientific evidence Public Health Wales and Welsh
Government used to inform their decision to not reopen theatres in Wales despite
other cultural venues being allowed to (partially) reopen. We are aware that the
Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism and his department have been
involved in producing guidance for the arts and culture sector, and that any FOI
requests related to Covid-19 data also need to be addressed to Public Health
Wales.

In particular, we are requesting the following information from Public Health
Wales:
1. Scientific evidence used for the decision to reopen cinemas and other
cultural venues and the rationale for the restrictions on the use of their
facilities and services.
2. Scientific evidence used for the decision not to reopen theatres that would
allow participatory arts activities to take place in smaller, organised groups.
3. Scientific evidence Public Health Wales holds on how safe it is to reopen
theatres given the pandemic as held and shared by the other devolved
nations of the United Kingdom and the UK Government in particular.
We have checked that this information has not already been published. We have
searched your website, your publications catalogue and disclosure log.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Information provided for the answer:
Thank you for your recent request.
Public Health Wales do not hold this information and your enquiry should be directed to
Welsh Government who may be able to assist with your enquiries and I attach a link for
their FOI request page below:https://gov.wales/requesting-information-welsh-government-foi-requests
I am sorry that I cannot be of more assistance on this occasion.
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and
wish to make a complaint or request a review of the decision, you should write to the
Corporate Complaints Manager, Public Health Wales NHS Trust, 3, Number 2, Capital
Quarter, Tyndall Street, Cardiff, CF10 4BZ.
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint or review, you may apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make
a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the Trust.
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:
Information Commissioner for Wales
2nd Floor
Churchill House
Churchill Way
Cardiff
CF10 2HH
Telephone: 029 2067 8400
Email: wales@ico.org.uk

