Freedom of Information request to Public Health
Wales
FOI Reference:

FOI 373

Date request
received

25 June 2020

Date information is
due to be sent

23 July 2020

Information Requested:
I have been advised by the WG that you can provide me with the following information.
All daily E Form returns for all Health Trusts between 23rd March and 2:rd June 2020.
I would like copies of each return from each individual Trust over the period 23 rd March to 23 rd June 2020
I apologise if I am repeating the response below but I wanted to be sure that my request is clear.
Please let me have copies of all Covid19 mortality surveillance e form Welsh Clinical Portal returns from all
Health Trusts between 23rd March and 23rd June 2020.

Information provided for the answer:
Thank you for your recent request. Public Health Wales does indeed hold this
information, however the forms contain the personal data of individuals that have
passed away.
While the data protection act does not cover deceased individuals, we do have a
duty of confidentiality to their families. There is of course, a public interest in the
information that surrounds Covid-19 Mortality rates, however, this does not
outweigh the responsibility we have to protect the family’s personal data and the
duty of confidence that we have towards them.

Therefore, we are declining to provide the information under Section 41
Confidentiality, of the Freedom of Information Act 2005, on the basis that we
received the information from someone else; and complying with the request
would be a breach of confidence that is actionable.
Mortality data that we receive from health boards is published rapidly via our
dashboard and that information can be found here: Covid-19 Surveillance
Further data can be found via the Office of National Statistics and can be found
here:
ONS Covid-19 Mortality Rates

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request
and wish to make a complaint or request a review of the decision, you should
write to the Corporate Complaints Manager, Public Health Wales NHS Trust, 3,
Number 2, Capital Quarter, Tyndall Street, Cardiff, CF10 4BZ.
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint or review, you may
apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO
cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure
provided by the Trust. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:
Information Commissioner for Wales
2nd Floor
Churchill House
Churchill Way
Cardiff
CF10 2HH
Telephone: 029 2067 8400
Email: wales@ico.org.uk

